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Observations of Sappho 


XLYI1I. 9, 
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)arh-fiehl filar Micrometer, at the Melbourne Observatory. 

Ulery, F.R.S,, Director,) 


,ed. to App. Place. 

Comparson Star. 
a 1888 0. N.P.D. i888'o. 
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39 6 Mr. Tebhutt , Occultation of Saturn. 


Observation of the Occultation of Saturn % the Moon , 

1888, June 13. By John Tebbutt. 

The occultation of Saturn by the Moon on the 13th instant 
was observed here under unfavourable conditions. The dis¬ 
appearances of three objects were observed at the dark limb in 
the following order. A star of the 7J magnitude, afterwards 
identified as +19 0 No. 2026 of Argelander’s Bonner Sternver- 
zeichniss disappeared at the south limb at 6 h 41 111 2 2 s *o, local 
mean time. Had this star been a few seconds further south it 
would have escaped occultation. Considering that the pheno¬ 
menon was almost a graze the star disappeared more suddenly 
than I had anticipated. The next object which disappeared was a 
star of the 8th magnitude a few seconds south of the planets 
centre, but preceding it by about 9^4 seconds of time. The dis¬ 
appearance occurred at 6 h 5o m 57 s *4, and as this star could 
not be found on following evenings in the same position with 
reference to Argelander’s star above referred to, it must 
doubtless be identical with the satellite Titan . Saturn was 
badly defined at the time of its disappearance. The indenta¬ 
tion of the ring by the Moon’s limb was first noted at 
6 h 5i m 2 o s *6, For some seconds before the final disappear¬ 
ance the planet appeared as a bright badly defined double 
spot just within the lunar limb. The last ray from the 
planet disappeared at 6 h 52 111 13 s 6. The time of the planet’s 
actual reappearance could not be observed in consequence of a 
narrow band of clouds about three degrees above the horizon. 
When the Moon’s bright limb, then boiling violently, emerged 
from the cloud at 7 h 45 111 48 s ' 5, the planet was seen separated from 
it by a few seconds of arc. As the occultation was shut out 
from observation with the 8-inch equatorial, the 4^-inch telescope 
had to be employed. 

Windsor , N, S. Wales : 

1888, June 26. 
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